Frequently asked questions
Why do you resist the development of a new industrial area in the Lutkemeerpolder?
The Lutkemeerpolder is an area with a important funcion with regards to biodiversity, CO2 collection, local food provision and natural recreation. In the middle of this area is the only biological agricultural farm in Amsterdam: Boerderij de Boterbloem. There is no urgent reason to destroy the last fertile grounds of Amterdam in favor of a industrial area. The wish to redevelop this area comes from investors, not the company's that want to settle in this area. Within the city limits of Amsterdam their is suffecient space for development, upgrading and more industrial area. 

Why is the Lutkemeerpolder important for the climate? 
Green spaces in cities forfill a very important role in the negation of climate change. We should aim to increase the amount of green spaces instead of filling them with concrete. What we are dealing with here is 43 hectares of traditional "polder", with parts of biological agriculture. This area contributes to temperature decrease, co2 storage, waterstorage and keeping the biodiversity intact. Every month multiple endangdered species of birds are spotted. The food that is being harvested here is easily tranpsorted to the consumers and markets in the cities. This saves a lot of fuel emmisions for transport. Citizens and their kids can also expirience how their food is being made and help with the harvest. This contributes to the awareness of our food, nature and planet.

Growth is one of the biggest problems in climate change. Extraction of recources for development is an important element of that. Especially if this happens in a green area. The companies that will be build on these "greenfields" are mostly big polluters that contribute to the emission of green house gasses. The Munchipality says they want to be circulair, they cant force the company's that are gonna stay there to do so.
Is it really the last fertile ground? 

For agricultural activities yes! All the surrounding green in Amsterdam is clayground, that is unsuitable for agriculture because of the conistancy and water levels. The Lutkemeerpolder has been unearthed in 1865 and excists of for seaclay. An exemplary type of ground for food based agriculture. Especially in regards to climate change and dry summers; in the polder it hasn't rained much in the last year, but because the seaclay has a special cappilaire function that drags up groundwater and makes it avaible to the plant.

The decesion has been made: is there no way back?
The city of Amsterdam is in charge: She has 25% invested in the project development company and owns 50% of the ground. And where there is a will, there's a way. There is a broad sentiment to get to a solution. A green and left college should jump at the chance to make a change. By talking about keeping the space, you go into a conversation about obstacles that can be worked out together. The biggest obsticle at this moment is that the college refuses to think with us and continues with the "buisiness as usual". 

Who ownes the ground? 

GEM BV is the owner of the ground. This is a BV that the Gemeente started to keep the ground. The Gemeente owns half the ground, the other half is owned by the SADC. GEM BV is supposed to develop the ground and sell it with ground lease. The Gemeente has the possiblity to buy back the ground lease when the whole area has been developed. 

What is SADC?
SADC stands for Schiphol Area Developent Company. This BV was started by the city of Amsterdam, Haarlemmermeer, the province of Noord-Holland in the eighties. The goal was to coordinate the development of the area around schiphol. Usually  a regular project developer with hunderds of hectares of ground would try to sell it as seperate lots. While SADC is a private endeavour, investors have used millions coming from public funds in the projects. At the end of 2017 another loan of 13 million got granted to the SADC. This time because, amongst other things, because the banks didn't want to finance high risk projects like lutkemeer. SADC has focused over the last couple of years on improving it's public image. A broader portfolio, circulair projects, glossy magazines, neighbourhood intiatives and participations in studies has to veil what they are actually doing: selling agricultural land as construction. 

Why are you talking about greenwashing? 

Both the city of Amsterdam and the developer SADC create and image of a green and circulair industrial area. This is nothing else than a salespitch: first of all construction on fertile agricultural ground not circulair, it destroys more then it ads ecologicly. Adding to this is that the city of Amsterdam has little say in the proceedings because there are very little binding requirements and the buyers are self-building. The purpose of construction in the polder is selling lots and making money, and that's the priority.

Why do you speak about corruption? 

A part of the ground has been bought by a speculant (SEKU BV) for more than 4 times the price. By cooperating with Ton Hooijmaijers (deputy convicted of corruption) CEO Jelle Kuiper managed to get a hold of the ground and sell it for a lot of money (prior knowledge of circumstance). The city didnt only pay the full price, she also granted SEKU the right to develop 33% of the polder and to get 20% of all profites made during the whole proceeding. 

These extra clouses are written in the cooperation agreement. Ton Hooijmaijers has received the money from Jelle Kuiper to "consult" on this agreement. 

What is Lutkemeer 1 and why isn't it "full"?
The eastern part of the Lutkemeerpolder has been prepared in 2003 for the sale industrial lots. in 2008 it was the turn of Lutkemeer 3 (the part we are talking about) to start development. At the time this was stopped and the agreement was made to not start any proceedings until Lutkemeer 1 was ready. 

This is not the case; at the moment -15 years after the start of the sales- 5,5 hectares are empty. That 25% of the terrain. 

Do they really need the ground to build a industrial area? 

The coming years there will be a lot of construction in the city. For the most part housing that will be build on locations that will be rezoned from area's that are currently industrial. For the relocation of these company's the Lutkemeerpolder is not really neseccary. There is a lot of space available in Havens West and by upgrading those, and other area's in the city, space would become available. That would be a true circulair point of view. 

However, this doesn't happen because it is more interesting for investors to build from scratch. It's all about the money.

What is your proposal? 

Biopolder is a plan devised bij entrepeneurs and other involved parties to present a different vision of the Lutkemeerpolder. A proposal to incease the value of the polder from an ecological perspective. Facilitate an increase in biodiversity, climateadaption, and to use the ground for what it's meant: food production. Give space for the renewel of the foodchain, local production and processing that will be distributed in a CO2 neutral manner throughout the city. All of this open to the public in the service of education, recreation and healthcare.

A beutiful opportunity for the city without the need for any investment. All she needs to do is change her zoning plans.

It would cost to much to quit now right?
Without any factual backing the city has exclaimed that it will cost 42 million to keep the polder the way it is. This is allegedly ruled by claims and missed reveneu. There is a lot to be said about this amount. The claims are very vague. If it would be instead about a private party like SEKU there would be different ways to avoid such claims, according to lawyers. And claims van SADC are also complex, the city is a part of SADC too. 

Missed revenue is also a vague claims. It would be based on a 100% revenue over the maximum price. After fifteen years Lutkemeer 1 has proven that this is not a given. Let's also not forget that city already made a firm profit by selling the ground to GEM: 43 million. 

The most important thing is that the city is preparing to spend money on this ground. To make the agricultural land workable, firm investments have to be made with regards to infrastructure, approximatly 1 million. Keeping the land would be profitalbe straight away. 

Different social investors are prepared buy the ground to keep it available for ecologicol agriculture. This means that with a clear financial picture it would be easy to repay the money. By investigating the different possiblity's with the city we could achieve much.

Why is there a request for landscape protection?
The original plot pattern on this part of the polder is still intact. Fields surround by motes, sligtly curved and not broader then 40 meters so that the natural drainage system of surplus water takes place and a underground drainage is unnecessary. The southwestern part of Amsterdam is traditonally agricultural land, and the Lutkemeerpolder has been marked as the "feedinggrounds" of the city during the design process of the Tuinsteden by van Eeghen. 

